UPDATE:

World Wine Tour 2010
Since the last issue of Brix,
World Wine Tour (WWT) 2010
trekkers Anja Cheriakova and
Georges Janssens have visited
both new and well-established
locations in the wine world.

We’ll continue to track
Anja and George’s travels
in Brix magazine and at
Brixmag.com. To read their
detailed blogs, and learn
more about their chosen
charity— the Lao Rehabilitation Foundation—visit the
tour’s official website:
worldwinetour2010.com

Hopping continents
From the Far East, Anja and Georges headed
first to India, where consumers and producers
are propelling impressive growth in the wine
industry. India’s major wine-growing area is in
the vicinity of Nashik, a city three hours from
Mumbai by train. Nashik is home to more than
40 wineries, thanks in large part to a governmentcreated ‘wine park’ where growers can lease wineproduction equipment.
“India is a vibrant and colorful country,” said
Georges. “It’s a must-see at any time, but right
now may be the best time to catch a wine giant
in its infancy.”

Going south
While in South Africa, Anja and Georges may
have crossed paths with Tim Edwards-Davies
and Tamara Jasek (see Wine and Wildlife; pg. 54).
They certainly visited many of the same locations,
such as Hamilton Russell Winery in the Hemel en
Aarde Valley, and Meerlust Winery, both of which
donated magnums for the WWT 2010 auction.
South Africa’s wine history stretches back to
the 1600s but, at KWV, Anja and Georges were
surprised to learn that Abraham Izak Perold had
worked at the winery in 1927. “Just two years
earlier,” reported Anja, “Perold crossed Pinot Noir
and Cinsault (known domestically as Hermitage)
vines to create Pinotage, the signature South African varietal. A minimum of 30-percent Pinotage is
now required in each of the famous Cape Blends.”

Crossing Australia
“One of our most interesting Australian experiences
was at Jacob’s Creek Winery,” recalled Georges.
“They invited us to help replant native species and
restore the original ecosystem near the creek. We
were touched to be included.”
The Australian leg of WWT 2010 was not limited
to Adelaide. From the Margaret River in West
Australia to the Yarra Valley in Victoria, Anja
and Georges drove more than 3,000 kilometers
to visit Australia’s most interesting wineries and
collect the best wines available. +

HERE’S TO A GOOD CAUSE!
The bottles generously donated by vineyards around
the world (more than 45 unique wines so far) will be
auctioned during a gala event at Robert Mondavi
Winery in 2011. The WWT 2010 team hopes to raise
US$150,000 for the tour’s official beneficiary, the Lao
Rehabilitation Foundation. Specifically, the funds will
help rebuild a school destroyed by massive flooding
of the Mekong River in 2008.
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