WIDE WORLD OF BEVERAGE

THE ADVENTURES of

WORLD WINE TOUR // TRAVEL LOG No. 5

In this 5th installment
of World Wine Tour,
our intrepid travelers
pile into a van for two
months and hit all the
hot wineries Down
Under before puddle
jumping to Aotearoa
(New Zealand) for
pinots, sauvignon
blancs and... fleece?

Georges and Anja's
journey will take them to
wineries all over the world.
Locations include:

Russia
Mongolia
China
Vietnam
Singapore
Thailand
India
South Africa
Australia
New Zealand
Chile
Argentina
Uruguay
Brazil
California
British Columbia
Ontario
New York
Portugal
Spain
Italy
France
The Netherlands
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AUSTRALIA &
NEW ZEALAND
White flecks of fleece dot vineyard rows.
They, the sheep, are part of vineyard
management in Australia and New Zealand.
Little sheep help keep the grass down while
the vines are kept out of reach. Sheep and
gorgeous scenery are recurring themes in this
installment of the World Wine Tour from the
Southern Hemisphere.
The Margaret River in West Australia proved
to be the quaintest premium wine producer
we had yet seen. A bit isolated from the
world, and even from the rest of Australia,
wineries here had learned to band together
to promote their names as one brand, the
fabulous Margaret River. As a prime spot for
sauvignon blanc, wineries told us of their
united homegrown efforts to overcome the
popularity of New Zealand sauvignon blanc.
After visiting fourteen great producers of
Margaret River, among them Cape Mentelle
Vineyards and their computer-brained
grape sorter, Moss Wood Winery with their
incredibly sought after chardonnays and
cabs, and Fraser Gallop Wines with their
single vineyard terroir philosophy, about six
days of camper-van, cross-desert driving
brought us to South Australia’s Adelaide
wine regions. The Barossa is perhaps the
most famous sub-region here, though we

also explored the Adelaide Hills at the Lane
Vineyard, the Clare Vale at Pike’s Winery,
and the McLaren Vale at Chapel Hill Winery.
Chapel Hill has given us beautiful wines
including The Vicar 2007, a peppery and oakbalanced shiraz of high renown which will
certainly turn a few heads!
In the Barossa region particularly, we were
quite fortunate to cross paths with some of the
most famous wineries of the Red Continent.
At Jacob’s Creek, we were invited for a
reforestation project of the actual creek and
were given an incredibly rare three liter bottle
of Centenary Hill for our charity auction.
At Penfold’s, we were interviewed by South
Australia's Sunday Mail on our new bottle
of Grange 2005 which we were ecstatic to
receive. Smaller scale premium vintners also
showed their support, such as Rockford Wines
with their magnum of Basket Press 2005. It
is a shiraz wine only available in Australia,
like the rest of Rockford’s old-school crafted
wines, and yes, the ”Basket Press” label means
the grapes were basket-pressed in line with the

Top to Bottom
• NEW ZEALAND: Tasting at Mahi Winery
in Marlborough
• AUSTRALIA: Kangaroos at Jacob's
Creek Winery.

philosophy of ”making wines how they used
to.” Also in the Barossa, Henschke Wines
donated a wine normally only available at the
cellar door, a 1995 Lenswood Abbotts Prayer,
one that definitely adds to our increasingly
impressive portfolio which will be auctioned
in 2011 to benefit charity in Laos.
Our last stop in Australia was the state of
Victoria which harbors the equally famous
Yarra Valley. We were able to see several
producers here all sharing stories of their
fights with wildfires from last year.
Yeringberg saw it advance up to their
neighbor’s fences, and Graeme Miller had to
fight it in the vineyard rows.
Following the Australia finale, a short flight
with long anticipation brought us to the South
Island of New Zealand. In Central Otago,
we were introduced to the diversity of pinot
noirs produced here with Valli Wines and their
three single vineyard pinots. Amisfield Wine
Company also showed us its vested interest
in pinot noir. The theme of the South Island
was cold-climate grape varietals. The Nelson
wine region reinforced this theme with its
many more pinots. After leaving Nelson, we
finally made it to New Zealand’s most famous
growing region, Marlborough. Here, we were
able to spend great time and collect great wine
from many interesting wineries. Contributions
came from Astrolabe Wines, which is owned
by a very warm and charming couple who
shared political talk over morning coffee, from
Spy Valley, a winery experimenting with glass
shards in the vineyard to reflect more sunlight
onto the grapes, and from Hunters Wines,
perhaps one of the most highly awarded and
sought after wineries in New Zealand.
After a turbulent ferry crossing to the North
Island, we were able to again think about
New Zealand pinot in the Martinborough
wine region and about the heritage of New
Zealand’s native people, the Maori, as we
tasted wines from the Maori inspired Te
Kairanga Wines and Ata Rangi Winery.
From here, we pushed farther North towards
Hawkes Bay where many other grape
varietals have been found to flourish. Craggy
Range Winery best exemplifies the diversity
of varietals in the North Island, and they had
the best view of New Zealand’s bountiful
natural beauty. They gave us a merlot,
cabernet franc, and cabernet sauvignon blend
named Te Kahu. This wine happens to also

be from the famous Gimblett Gravels area,
a geological anomaly of silt layers between
thick gravel rocks, which stresses the vines and
results in great wine!
When we left South Africa two months ago,
we thought we had seen the most beautiful
land wine could grow in, but we were shown
yet again that the world is quite a diverse place
and that beauty abounds. Australia and New
Zealand can definitely throw in their share of
gorgeous locations of vineyards to compete
with the rest of the world, and if we have one
recommendation to give, we would say try
taking the back roads to the top of Prophet’s
Rock’s Central Otago winery in winter. With
alpine mountains surrounding you and a silent
valley, you have a panoramic view of the rows
of vines lying dormant in the cold.

Top to Bottom
• NEW ZEALAND: Experimenting with
glass in the vineyards of Spy Valley.
• AUSTRALIA: Planting gum trees at
Jacob's Creek.
• AUSTRALIA: Penfolds Adelaide Winery
with sunset lighting.
• NEW ZEALAND: Wines collected from
Central Otago.
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