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I remember when 

my mother told 

me about the wine 

travelers she had 

met.  She works at 

a winery in Napa 

Valley, and in fact, 

two travelers had 

just come to ask for 

donations of wine 

bottles which they 

would later auc-

tion for charity.   I 

knew pairing wine 

and charity wasn't 

in itself a foreign 

concept, but that 

they were travelers 

sparked my curios-

ity. Researching 

more, I traced this 

concept back to 

2003 to a project 

named "Vignes san 

Frontier" (liter-

ally vines without 

borders), a French 

project deemed "the 

fi rst wine char-

ity tour." Since this 

fi rst tour, a pair of 

wine-enthusiasts 

have regularly 

undertaken the task 

of setting up a tour 

around the world to 

collect wine bottles 

for charity.  The 

travelers organized 

everything them-

selves, from fi nding 

sponsors to fund the 

project, to planning 

the itinerary, to col-

lecting the bottles, 

to fi nally auction-

ing the wines for 

charity.  

We got in contact 

with several of 

these past wine-

charity adventurers, 

and asked them if 

they thought Anja 

and I would be fi t 

for carrying the 

proverbial 2010 

torch.  Seemingly 

to discourage, they 

made it pretty clear 

to us that this would 

be a monumental 

task to undertake, 

and that maybe if we 

started immediately 

(this was in January 

2009), we just might 

make it in time to 

leave in January 

2010, and they gave 

the friendly sug-

gestion that if we 

only shower every 

three days we could 

devote more time to 

the project.  And so 

we began, though we 

managed to keep up 

our hygiene.

Through our 

project, the World 

Wine Tour 2010, we 

will be collecting 

wine bottles from 

over 300 wineries 

in over 15 countries.  

To realize our hu-

manitarian goal, a 

charity auction will 

be held at Robert 

Mondavi Winery 

upon completion of 

the project in 2011.  

We hope to raise 

over $150,000, all 

to be donated to the 

Lao Rehabilitation 

Foundation Inc. 

(LRF). The charity 

undertakes a variety 

of humanitarian 

activities in Laos, as 

the name implies, 

from caring for a 

school for the blind, 

to performing 

remote-area medi-

cal care missions, 

to building schools.  

We will join the LRF 

in February 2010, 

sharing in their 

eff orts.  The wine 

auction's earnings 

will specifi cally go 

towards helping 

rebuild schools in 

Laos destroyed by 

the massive 2008 

Mekong River 

fl ooding, where over 

500 students are in 

great need of new 

chairs, desks, black-

boards, and books, 

vital necessities for 

restoring a basic 

education.  Anja and 

I are both college 

graduates, so we feel 

particularly lucky to 

have the opportu-

nity to help others 

attain an education 

themselves.

From the proj-

ect's start to where 

we are now while 

writing this, very 

close to departure 

day, it has been 

quite the challenge 

to say the least.  

Perhaps the great-
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est challenge has 

been, and continues 

to be, fi nding the 

sponsors to support 

the project; in order 

to travel, collect 

the bottles, and 

organize the auction 

upon completion 

of the tour.  Tough 

economic times 

have minimized the 

ability of otherwise 

generous companies 

to partake in such 

a project, but there 

are still those who 

nonetheless believe 

in helping the cause.  

Some are already 

involved, and others 

we have yet to fi nd!  

If asked what 

might be the great-

est fear we have 

now before starting, 

aside from perhaps 

losing our way get-

ting to the Viet-

namese vineyards 

poised on the hills 

above Hanoi, or the 

impending danger of 

our sponsored bud-

gets running out, it 

would be how will 

we ever adapt back 

to a normal life once 

this project is done?  

In any case until 

then, we will be 

documenting every-

thing throughout! 

Keep up with 

their journey via the 

Mutineer Blog and 

future articles in the 

magazine.

GEORGES AND 
ANJA'S JOURNEY 
WILL TAKE THEM 
TO WINERIES IN 
REGIONS ALL 
OVER THE WORLD, 
INCLUDING:

What area's wine are you most 
excited to taste?
Georges: I have heard really great things 
about the tanat grape variety in Uru-
guay, so that might be at the top of my 
list, but it's really hard to say.

Anja: I'm particularly excited about 
Asian wines; Chinese, Indian, Thai, 
Vietnamese.  I have never tried any of 
those, so I'm very curious!

What area are you most ex-
cited to visit during the tour?
Georges:  Probably South Africa or New 
Zealand. I've seen breathtaking pictures 
and can't wait to see them in person.

Anja: Nature is great, but for me it's 
about experiencing diff erent cultures.  
Right now India and China fascinate me 
the most.

What area's food are you most 
excited to try?
Georges: A great steak from Argentina!

Anja: I've heard a lot about the diver-
sity of Brazil's cuisine, so I can't wait 
for that.

What's one thing you will take 
on the trip that you can’t live 
without?
Georges: I love music and will have a 
hard time being 1 year without a guitar.  
A harmonica will have to make do, so 
that will be a must for me.

Anja: Books.

How would you describe your 
cultural backgrounds?
Georges: I was born and raised in 
California by a Belgian father and 
French mother.

Anja: I am originally Belarusian but 
grew up in the Netherlands.
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